Otobong Nkanga
The Breath From Fer le Grounds
Exhibi on Launch: Thursday 7 December 2017 | 6pm
Exhibi on Con nues: Friday 8 December 2017 - Saturday 10 February 2018
Temple Bar Gallery + Studios, 5-9 Temple Bar, Dublin
Free admission.

30/11/2017
Temple Bar Gallery + Studios is pleased to present the ﬁrst solo exhibi on in Ireland
by Otobong Nkanga. The Breath From Fer le Grounds is an installa on of en rely
new work emerging from a research visit to Dublin. Nkanga’s interests in
architecture and the body, in landscapes, organic growth and exchanges are

carefully combined in her diﬀerent projects. This exhibi on has been conceived as a
“space of remains and revitalisa on”.
A collage of elements spreads across the gallery, along with a wall drawing and the
sculptural “intersect” that binds the two central pillars around a stone. The bog
clashes with the metal and brick work of industry and disused urban waste to
highlight resistance and mutualisa on. Networked structures propose a
constella on of thought in mes of transforma on and crisis. Twis ng and
contor ng as forms of forced or natural adapta on are made manifest. Decaying
fragments and revisited familiar city tropes combine with sprou ng moss and
lichen in a will for survival.
Printed on co on cloth, wri en accompaniments by Doireann Ní Ghríofa and
Otobong Nkanga open an invita on to diﬀerent writers for the emergence of
mul ple narra ves, meframes and languages throughout the exhibi on as shared
experiences and fer le grounds.
Born in Kano in Nigeria, Otobong Nkanga lives and works in Antwerp in Belgium.
Her ﬁrst monograph was published this year: Otobong Nkanga. Luster and Lucre,
edited by Clare Molloy, Philippe Piro e, Fabian Schöneich (Por kus / Sternberg
Press, 2017). Her work (a large tapestry en tled The Weight of Scars, 2015) was
previously seen in Ireland at EVA Interna onal in Limerick: S ll (the) Barbarians,
curated by Koyo Kouoh in 2016. For documenta 14 in 2017, Nkanga launched a
long-term project called Carved to Flow, in Athens and Kassel.
Temple Bar Gallery + Studios would like to thank Luke Gibbons, Doireann Ní
Ghríofa, Niamh O'Malley, Guinness Storehouse, Na onal Botanic Gardens, Na onal
Museum of Ireland, Na onal College of Art and Design, Shaﬀrey Architects and
Lullymore Heritage & Discovery Park in County Kildare for their rive ng hospitality
and engagement. TBG+S are also very grateful for the support of Flanders State of
the Art.

Related Events:

Space, Place and Change:
Reﬂec ons on Allan Kaprow and Otobong Nkanga’s
‘Baggage’ 1972/2007
Thursday 7 December 2017 | 5pm
Studio 6, TBG+S
FREE Admission, click here to book your cket.

This event is a collabora on between Temple Bar Gallery + Studios, IADT ARC
programme, Orthogonal Methods Group (OMG) at the CONNECT Centre in Trinity
College Dublin, and Pallas Projects/Studios.

Ar st/Curator Talk: Otobong Nkanga in conversa on with
Caroline Hancock
Friday 8 December 2017 | 11am
Main Gallery, TBG+S
FREE Admission, click here to book your cket.

Rela vely Speaking: A guided walking tour across three
city art galleries
Thursday 14 December 2017 | 1pm
Mee ng point: Project Arts Centre
FREE Admission, click here to book your cket.

Further talks, events and conversa ons will be happening throughout the
dura on of the exhibi on, so keep an eye on our website for further informa on.

Notes to Editor:
Press Enquiries: E: press@templebargallery.com / T: 00353 +1 671 0073
Image: Otobong Nkanga, The Breath From Fer le Grounds, 2017. Courtesy of the
ar st, galerie in situ/ Fabienne Leclerc, Paris, Lumen Travo Gallery, Amsterdam.
Related Links:
www.carvedtoﬂow.com
www.no nghamcontemporary.org/art/otobong-nkanga
Otobong Nkanga is represented by in situ/ Fabienne Leclerc, Paris and Lumen
Travo, Amsterdam.
About Temple Bar Gallery + Studios
Temple Bar Gallery + Studios (TBG+S) is an ar sts community in the heart of Dublin
city centre. Founded in 1983, the building houses thirty ar sts’ studios in which
professional visual ar sts make their work. Member ar sts at TBG+S work in a
variety of media, including pain ng, sculpture and photography and the work made
in studios at TBG+S goes on to be exhibited around the country and interna onally.
At the TBG+S gallery, temporary exhibi ons are presented regularly and represent a
cross sec on of contemporary Irish and interna onal visual arts prac ce.
The extensive programme of Talks + Events invites further engagement with the
work that takes place in the building, and is aimed at anyone interested in
developing their knowledge of visual art. The programme includes studio and
gallery tours, lectures, cri cal discussions, music events, live art events and
performances, readings and reading groups, workshops and ﬁlm screenings for all
types of audiences. Informa on about upcoming talks and events and booking links
can be found on the TBG+S website www.templebargallery.com.
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